ByJeff Dorgay

Journeyman

The YG Acoustics

Cairn
Speakers

And these are the small ones!

$8,500/pair
ygacoustics.com

Listening to the expansive sound field created by the tiny YG Cairns,
with a pair of 8-foot tall electrostatic speakers in the background is really
impressive, but not surprising. The opening of Tears For Fears “Woman
in Chains” is big and broad - paying homage to some of the best studio
craft the 80s had to offer, with stuff panning around everywhere.

Switching to Lou Reed’s “Vanishing Act” is equally exciting, with his

voice and solo piano sounding larger than life. It's almost hard to belive
that all this music is coming from a pair of diminutive (14.6 x 7.6 x 10.3")

monitors on 24" tall stands.

I had the good fortune to visit the YG factory in Colorado at the beginning
of April, to experience the entire Peaks line of speakers. In their purpose-
built room, everything on display not only sounded incredible, but clearly
illustrated where the increases in performance occur between the entry
level Cairn and the top of the range Summit at $25,000/pair.

Duncan Taylor and Steve Huntley were even kind enough to put up with
my quirky musical tastes, but that made it very easy to get a quick read
on what their speakers can accomplish. If you only remember YG for their
exquisitely machined aluminum enclosures, the new Peaks have wooden
cabinets, that retain the thick, inert aluminum front face. Though the
precision machined waveguide for the tweeter in the Peaks series is quite
different than the reference series, the look makes them instantly

recognizable as a YG.
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“Tellurium Q's Ultra Black II's can be see as one of
the best loudspeaker cables on the market at
their price”

- Jon Myles, Hifi World

“Tellurium Q Ultra Black Il is a remarkably coherent
and “well-timed" cable”

- Jason Kennedy, HiFi +
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“The differences were stunning....What | can
state is that the Ultra Black 11 cables are currently
the best | have heard in my system.”

- lan Ringstead, Hifipig.com
“I have yet to hear a speaker cable which
delivers fiming like this one.”

— Chris Kelly, The Ear
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The result is a speaker that is both highly resolving, yet not fatiguing. Tonally,

re extremely natural, so you can leave the final system voicing to your

e. While the Cairns sound different with tube amplifiers than they do

with solid-state, both are pleasing, and it’s up to you to decide the ultimate

flavor of your audible experience. You don’t notice immediately just how

uncolored these speakers are until you go back to something else. And then
it hits you.

YG does not mention the Cairns crossover frequency, but the sheer seam-
lessness between the woofer and tweeter is pure su 5s. There’s no beaming,
T, or the sense that you are listening to a separate woc and tweeter.
king through numerous female and male vocalists is enjoyable, without
anomalies of any kind. Stringed instruments sound correct — as well as violins
and pianos, my favorite torture tests.

Final voice is up to you

Trying the Cairns with everything from a 8-Wat annel SET amplifier
(The ampsandsound Black Pearl, with WE 300B tubes) up to the mighty
Pass XA200.8 monoblocks is a fruitful endeavor. Thanks to an unobtrusive
crossover network, these 86db/1-Watt speakers sound absolutely engaging,
even with the 8 Watts per channel the Black Pearl has to offer. At least to a
certain volume level. While 8Wpc is somewhat shy, 30-50 Watts per channel
will serve you well in all but the largest rooms. The Primal.una EVO 400 power
plifier in stereo mode with EL34s delivers a warm, resc " OT e.
Rolling KT150s in offers more mid to
top end snap. The versatility that the
YGs offer is so much sheer fun, you can
get lost in the erimentation! Isn’t
hifi supposed to be fun? Even with
warmer tube amplifiers, the sheer
resolution that the Cairns provide
you to re-examine your music
collection. The only danger with the
o Pass amplifiers was watching the
volume control when listening to
music of a more electronic or hip-hop
groove. A six-inch woofer can only
move in and out so far. And the Cairn
exhibits so much raw ability, it’s
tempting to keep twisting the volume
control. (and damage the woofers)

YG has promised to send us their
Descent subwoofer from the Peaks
lineup for a second listen with the
Jairn, but for now, bringing a REL
Carbon Special into the mix, confirms
how much a topnotch subwoofer can
flesh out the sound of these incredible

027-JourneymanAudiophile

ORTOFON INC

ACCURACY IS5
ESSENTIAL TO BEAUTY

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

Verismo

Diamond Cantilever
Multi-Wall Carbon Nanotube Suspension
Titanium SLM Housing

accuracy in sound

+ 500 Executive Blvd, Suite 102, Ossining, NY 10562 - 914.762.8646 « info@ortofon.us * ortofon.com


www.ortofon.com



